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Teaching the tones of the various orchestral instruments 
by means of the Victrola—Seattle, Wash. 


Do your pupils know 
the instruments of the orchestra? 


Can they recognize the different tones as they are played? = 

Educators are coming to realize that young children should begin 
early in life to distinguish the pipes, the strings, the brasses. These 
instruments make a strong appeal to them 
and bring to them the simple melodies that 
Satisfy their primitive musical tastes. 

The Victor and its splendid list of educational 
records provide the only practical way for the chil- 
dren to become familiar with these individual instru- 
ments and different combinations of instruments in 
the orchestra, This method of teaching musical ap- 
preciation is invaluable from the kindergarten right 
up through the grades, 

Nothing could give your pupils a more complete 
understanding of the tones of the instruments than 
such records as these: 


Violin 64197 Traumerei (Schumann) Mischa Elman 

Harp 70031 Am Springbrunnen (7he Fountain) 
(Zabel) Ada Sassoli 

Flute 70026 Wind Amongst the Trees (Briccialdi) 


John Lemmone 
French Horn 17174 Siegfried’s Call 
(Wagner) A. Horner 
Brass Quartet 17216 Farewell tothe Forest 
(Mendelssohn) 
Victor Brass Quartet 


Write to us for the complete 
list of Victor Ee d poet ional 

. XV Records with full information 
Victor X about the work the Victor is 
doing in the schools of more 
than 900 cities. 








$60 special quotation 
to schools only 


The horn can be removed s 
and the instrument securely Educational Department 
ocked to protect it from dust Victor Talking 





and promiscuous use by irre- . 
sponsible people. Machine Co.,Camden,N. ae 
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COMMERCIAL RECREATION LEGISLATION* 


CoMPILED BY 
Jutia SCHOENFELD 


Field Secretary, Playground and Recreation Association of America, 
New York City 


“Legislation is designed to protect the youth of the city, 
boys as well as girls, from evil influences.” 

Recent investigation in Chicago, New York, Milwaukee, 

Kansas City, Cleveland and elsewhere has revealed methods by 
which commercial recreation enterprises operate. Conditions 
were exposed which show that corrupt influences dominate many 
of these public places. Innocent amusement places were seen 
turned into vice-breeding dens, and, instead of simple social 
pleasure one saw drunkenness and immorality. The police wit- 
nessed all, but stood idly by, failing to see the crowds of young 
boys and girls who were there in violation of law. 
In some public dance halls tough dancing 
was practiced; indecent liberties were per- 
mitted. Prostitutes mingled with the youthful throng of merry- 
makers, thus gaining recruits for the underworld. Evil-minded 
men danced with innocent young girls. Frequently rooming 
houses or disorderly places in the neighborhood were operated 
by the same men who managed the dance hall. 

It was shown that the dance hall in many cases existed 
for the sale of liquor, the dance lasting but a few minutes while 
the intermissions were very long. 

Some places went so far as to offer prizes of $100 to the 
girls who at the end of the month had the largest number of 
drinks placed to their credit. The halls were poorly lighted and 
badly ventilated; niany were deficient in fire protection. 

The investigations showed the close connection of these 
conditions with crime. 

The rapid growth and phenomenal success 
of the motion picture show has produced many 
undesirable features which were brought to light. Investigation 


* Copies of ordinances passed by the State of Pennsylvania, by Cleveland, Ohio; 
Pittsburgh, Pa.; Kansas City, Mo.; Denver, Colo.; Los Angeles, California, may be 
consulted at the offices of the Playground and Recreation Association of America. 
Many of the ordinances may be obtained by writing to the cities which have passed them. 


Dance Halls 


Motion Pictures 
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showed that the houses were poorly lighted and badly ventilated. 
They were overcrowded and dangerous because of inadequate 
fire protection. Degrading and vulgar vaudeville features 
existed. 

While the influence of the National Board of Censorship has 
brought about a higher standard in motion pictures, yet many 
objectionable films were found. There were many special feature 
films which had not been viewed by the National Board and 
often the requirements of the National Board were not carried 
out when the films were shown. Children were permitted to 
enter at all hours in violation of State and municipal laws. 
However, the motion picture shows did not show the same 
degree of degradation as the dance halls. Their conditions were 
really the result of inferior city regulations, carelessness, and a 
lack of intelligent service on the part of the inspectors. 

In the billiard and pool halls, and in the 
Billiard and bowling alleys were found many of the 
Pool Rooms degrading conditions that were in the dance 

halls. Patronized at all seasons by men and 
boys, they have been exploited until today they are associated 
with undesirable and objectionable conditions. Card tables, 
craps, in fact gambling, in every form, was found; often these 
places were schools for crime; very young boys were seen stand- 
ing about, listening eagerly to the vile talk and stories that were 
bandied about by the old habitues. 

Many of the halls were connected with saloons, and much 
drunkenness was seen. Few cities have exacted any careful 
legislation and the supervision has been left entirely to the 
police department, which in many cities was shown to be in- 
effectual. Citizens have not been awake to the conditions that 
exist nor have they sought a remedy. The social opportunity 
in constructive legislation is large. 

The passing of laws and the establishment 
Legislation en , 

of regulations for commercial amusement 
enterprises is of such recent date that it is quite impossible as 
yet to speak of results, but in the cities where the work has 
been followed, Kansas City, Denver, and Cleveland, the judges 
of the juvenile courts have stated that juvenile crimes and 
immorality have greatly decreased. 
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COMMERCIAL RECREATION LEGISLATION 


The following requirements are essential in all constructive 
legislation for the control of commercial recreation: 


1. A license for all commercial amusement enterprises for 

the premises and not for the man who operates the 

amusement enterprise. This license is practically for 

control and not for revenue. 

Centralization of authority in a licensing bureau, prefer- 

ably under the mayor 

Regulations for safety and health 

Prohibition of the sale of liquor 

Proper closing hours 

An age limit for young people 

Revocation of licenses and adequate penalties for fail- 

ure to comply with laws 

8. Adequate inspection so that a normal moral tone is 
maintained and regulations enforced 

9. Licenses for amusement enterprises conducted in dance 


ho 


un oe 


NO 


halls 


Dance HALLS AND PusLic DANCES 


The following requirements should be sought for in work- 
ing out legislation for dance halls: 


1. A license should be required for the premises used for 
dance halls and not for the man who operates the hall. This 
places upon the owner of the hall responsibility for the conduct 
of the place. 

Permits for public balls and dances should be exacted and 
satisfactory references furnished, in order that the type of fre- 
quenters of public halls may be regulated. 

2. Regulations of the building and fire departments should 
be demanded in order to insure proper sanitation and adequate 
fire protection. Halls should be properly lighted and all rooms 
should be kept open. This gives an opportunity to close the 
small, dark, poorly-ventilated dance hall. 

3. The sale of liquor should be prohibited. 

4. The giving of return checks to dancers should be for- 
bidden, so that the saloons and immoral places that exist in a 
neighborhood may not be utilized during the dancing period. 
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Dance halls should not be allowed in connection with rooming 
houses or hotels. 

5. Immoral dancing should be forbidden. 

6. A reasonable hour for closing the dance should be 
exacted. Half-past twelve is suggested, with a possible special 
permit to be issued for later hours on occasion. 

7. Attendance of minors under 18 should be forbidden 
unless accompanied by parent or guardian. 

8. Inspection should be demanded and revocation of 
license or other penalty imposed for violations. 

9. License fee should be flat or graded according to the 
size of the dancing space. 


A SvuGGESTED ORDINANCE 
Regulating public dances and public halls and the licensing and regulation of 
public dance halls and to repeal Ordinance No. ................-.0-0008: 
en ROT See Oo TE Oe a OE OTST | Anan 
eee Sei crittes S Aisi & Me Reet reac 
be a eins deanghl oAGd 4ceh ab aan s ks eae ED 


Sec. 1. 

That the term “public dance” or “public ball” as used in this Ordinance 
shall be taken to mean any dance or ball to which admission can be had by 
the payment of a fee or by the purchase, possession, or presentation of a 
ticket or token, or in which a charge is made for caring for clothing or other 
property, or any other dance to which the public generally may gain admission 
with or without the payment of the fee. 

The word “public” as used in this Ordinance shall be construed as includ- 
ing the membership of any association, club or society to which new members 
are admitted without formal application and bona fide selection either by 
reference to or report from a standing committee or by a vote of the existing 
members present at a regular meeting of such association, club or society. 

The term “public dance hall” as used herein shall be taken to mean any 
room, place or space in which a public dance, or public ball shall be held, or 
hall or academy in which classes in dancing are held and instruction in dancing 
is given for hire. 

The word “dancing” as used in this and the succeeding sections shall not 
apply to exhibitions or performances in which the persons paying for admis- 
sion do not participate. 


Sec. 2. 


a ne re NO iss 6s Sibecc Vices cuwtabewebeneseticdsinis 
to hold any public dance or public ball, or to hold classes in dancing, or to 
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give instruction in dancing for hire, in any hall or academy within the limits 
OF Oe EWG ss bce teins wt , until the hall or academy in which 
the same may be held shall first have been duly licensed for such purpose. 
The license shall be issued by the Mayor (or licensing authority) and the fee 
therefor shall be paid at the time of the issuing of the license. The license 
Oe Me WE nie caxtansacswcnrtas (a flat fee exacted in cities where there 
are not many dance halls or a graded fee according to the size and space 
allotted for dancing). 

The application for such license shall be made in writing to the City 
Clerk, designating the location of such dance hall and the person or persons, 
society or corporation intending to conduct the same, accompanied with the 
DOE: cadet dea wean eaaceaeiaede , whereupon a license shall be prepared 
and presented to the Mayor (or licensing authority) who at his discretion 
may grant or refuse the same. No license shall become effective until it has 
received the approval of the Mayor (or licensing authority) and in case he 
shall refuse to approve such license, the money so paid shall be returned to 
the applicant or his attorney, properly authorized to receive the same. 


Sec. 3. 

\ public dance shall be discontinued and all public halls shall be closed 
on or before the hour of twelve (12) midnight. However, upon the applica- 
tion of a bona fide and responsible organization or society and upon an 
investigation by the licensing authority a permit may be granted to conduct a 
dance until 2 a.m. No ticket shall be sold or accepted for admission after the 
hour of twelve (12) o’clock midnight. No pass-out checks shall be granted 
during the dance. The regular admission fee shall be charged for each and 
every admission. 

It shall be unlawful for any person, persons, society, club, or corpora- 
tion to hold a public dance or public ball within the limits of the City 
OF. sasicpedgusdsceeeeaae aes without having first obtained permit therefor 
from the License Clerk or City Clerk for which the sum of $2.00 shall 
be paid. If the dance continues until 2 a. m. the sum of $4.00 shall be paid. 
The money obtained from the permits shall form a special fund for defraying 
the expense of police protection and supervision at each public dance and 


public ball. 


Sec. 4. 

No license for a public dance hall shall be issued until it shall be found 
that such hall complies with and conforms to all building ordinances, health 
and fire regulations of the city and State, that it is properly ventilated and 
supplied with sufficient toilet conveniences and is a safe and proper place for 
the purpose for which it is to be used. 

All public dance halls shall be kept at all times in a clean, healthful, and 
sanitary condition and all stairways and other passages and all rooms con- 
nected with the dance halls shall be kept open and well-lighted. 


Sac. 3. 
Dancing shall not be permitted in any place in the City of .............. 
licensed to sell liquor. No liquors shal be sold, served or given away in any 


465 
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public dance hall as heretofore defined, or in any place in which dancing is 
advertised to be taught, or in which classes in dancing are advertised to be 
maintained, or in which instruction in dancing is given for hire, or in any 
room having interior connection with such hall. 

(If license is granted to place where liquor is sold selling should cease 
at midnight.) 


SEC. 6. 
It shall be unlawful after 9:00 p. m. to permit any person to attend or 
sixteen (16) 
eighteen (18) \ 
years, unless such person be accompanied by his or her parent or natural 
guardian. 
It shall be unlawful for anyone to represent himself, or herself, to have 


sixteen (16) ; , — 
reached the age of eighteen (18) years in order to obtain admission to 


take part in any public dance who has not reached the age of | 


a public dance hall, or to be permitted to remain therein when such person in 

: sixteen (16) 
fact is under 1 eighteen (18) 
ful for any person to represent himself, or herself, to be a parent or natural 
guardian, or any person, in order that such person may obtain admission to 
a public dance hall, or shall be permitted to remain therein when the party 
making the representation is not in fact, either a parent or natural guardian 
of the other person. 


years of age. And it shall also be unlaw- 


SEc. 7. 

The Chief of Police, a Captain, Officer or Inspector of dance halls shall 
have the power and it shall be their duty to cause the hall, place or room 
where any dance or ball is held or given, to be vacated whenever any provision 
of the Ordinance with regard to public dances and public halls is being vio- 
lated, or whenever any indecent act shall be committed, or whenever any 
disorder of a gross, violent or vulgar character shall take place therein and 
the license of such hall shall thereupon be revoked. 

In any case where a license is revoked or where the licensing authority 
refuses to renew a license, reasons for the action must be stated in writing and 
shall be public records. Should the license of any place have been revoked 
twice within a period of six months, no new license shall be granted to such 
place for a period of at least one year from the date of the second revocation. 


Sec. 8. 

The Mayor or licensing authority shall appoint an Inspector (or 
Inspectors) of dance halls whose duty it shall be to examine all applications 
for dance hall licenses and to investigate each application to determine 
whether or not the dance hall sought to be licensed, complies with the regula- 
tions, ordinances and laws applicable thereto. And in the making of such 
investigation, he shall have the assistance of the Building Inspector, Sanitary 
Committee or the Board of Health and the Chief of the Fire Department. 
Such Inspector shall furnish to the Licensing Authority in writing, informa- 
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tion derived from such investigation accompanied by a recommendation as to 
whether the license shall be granted or refused. Such Inspector shall be per- 
mitted to have access to all public dance halls at all times. He shall investi- 
gate complaints and shall inspect at intervals the dance halls within the City 
and shall report all violations in writing. The money paid for licenses shall 
be applied toward the payment of the salaries of the inspectors appointed. 


Sec. 9. 

Every license of a public dance hall shal! be in force for one (1) year 
from date of issue. Such license shall be posted at tne main entrance of such 
dance hall. Such licensee must provide throughout the entire period of 
dancing an adequate supply of drinking water in an accessible place 

No license shall be renewed except after an inspection of the premises, 
as provided herein. 


Sec. 10. 

Any person, persons, society, corporation or club desiring a permit to 
hold a public dance or public ball, must apply for same at least three days 
before the date of dance and shall use the following form of application, a 
copy of which shall be secured from the licensing Clerk. 





APPLICATION 


The Mayor; 
Soak == ee CIPI. CUE GUE Gb. 6s die hin ccc cnsevicdcccnccunesess 


hereby makes application for a permit 


ee ee 


Ob Ae te ES IE BF Os i 8b so hb saab dens pisndeecewesbeomans street, on 


ja enibarh 64 wal an areaama ne peace wiaane Pbubkdhesdvasicnses cemkbncdeneeel 
expressly agreed that said dance shall be conducted in strict accord with the 
provisions of law regulating public dances and public balls, and the under- 
signed agrees that the permit is given and accepted subject to the provisions 
of this application, and that he shall be held responsible for any violation 
of any provision of law or ordinance regulating such public dance. The 


owner or lessee of the premises in which such dance is to be held is......... 
Te Re er eee WEE nvr cccncseccncndssensecsdpnsasnenee 
Fe EE Be ie bdniknddeténeedeccncpéccnescatndecduowbinabes 
CIN sc cccnsedsévodbescovessucca DEE dontidetictandidadsmeinbaamans 
ere 
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The State of 
City of 


LICENSE BY AUTHORITY 
CLASS—DANCE HALLS 


ee oe | 


St. Ave. for the term of one year commencing May 15, 191..., subject to the 
conditions, restrictions and limitations of the ordinances of the City. 
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I hereunto sign my name 


No. 
Report to 
CITY 


AUDITOR ........ 





Credit 
General 
Fund 





License 


eee 





tf 


on account 
of 


DANCE 
HALLS 


and affix the seal of the said City this 


City Clerk 





ISSUED BY ORDER OF THE MAYOR 


No. 


May 191.... 





License $ 
Class—DANCE HALLS 


Issued to 


ee ee ee | 


eee ewe ee Oe PEO eee HEHE HEHEHE HEHEHE SHE HEHEHE HEHEHE HEHEHE 
Cee ee ew eee eee eee etree eee eee eee eeeeeEeSFeseeeeseseseeseee® 


Term of one year commencing on the Fifteenth of 


Tuts LiceENSE Must Be So DIspLAYED AT THE MAIN ENTRANCE AS TO BE 
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EASILy VISIBLE TO THE PusBLic AT ALL TIMES 





eer 














= 


COMMERCIAL RECREATION LEGISLATION 


PUBLIC DANCE HALL 


Document No. 


Bee CONE Mi eho scecesssecesnte 


License No. 
Mayor’s Office Bureau of Licenses 


City State Date 
To all whom these Presents may concern: 
residing at 


eR Ch deni intgnv esa serrata vakeadebier eas 
Ladph enc knwih cieiciieee in consideration of......................Dollars, 
receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, is hereby licensed to keep and 
conduct a PUBLIC DANCE HALL IN THE CITY OF................... 
eT Peer i ee eek ery eee eer es eee rr eT eee 
PU. scx desecke Reet sawess ete eee es eee eee 


THIS LICENSE is subject to the strict observance of all laws, ordi- 
nances and regulations exacted for the protection of the city so far as they 


may apply, particularly to the provisions of ordinance................eeeee 
| ETOP pe es RE LBS and Is to Continue in Force Until.............. 


iniee oi. ae 191.... unless Sooner Suspended or Revoked, and Is 


Not Transferable. 


Mayor 


Countersigned 


Cashier 


Not TRANSFERABLE 





PUBLIC DANCE HALL AND ENTERTAINMENT PERMIT 
Mayor’s Office 


Dh vikkevesatel in. <- — gutddnel sepedeiretenignedun biielesiastiae 191. 
City State 
PERMISSION TS TERROR GEVEN 00. .000 sc cscsscevcscccsccsccccss 
Se. I kdchbdanins duhcdapesibeedduneviedeveneedsdiadass xine 
re OF es sine: Seni ixcbc cna ssiunecdeuwnssnceeseseceneerenen 
EEE. i sccceeeaeea veel aden tereeladebbewede cies 191 
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It is hereby expressly understood that said dance shall 
be conducted in strict compliance with the provisions 
Oe TE vo danke vee dkesioouns es to regulate public 
dances and entertainments. 

In further consideration of the granting of this Permit 
it is hereby expressly understood and agreed to that 
said dance shall not continue later than 12:00 o’clock 
midnight. 


eee eee eee eee eee eee ee ee ee 


(STUB) 





PUBLIC DANCE HALL AND ENTERTAINMENT PERMIT 
Mayor’s Office 


Sb ak te lie isda vpiideaige aera OO 191. 
City State 
DM since dibasic 
NINN? aD et gece tL aE lnc Ra i ed 
REI ar 8 ca ee Ee ee EE Lee eee eR 
ee NN i Sage rer adic Leia gral ala nis dierawcn owe ae walaetine euatwinaeie 
RS RII i a og gt tN eae el OS sw i alti win Sap ammemiate 191 


The first ordinance regulating the commercial dance hall 
was passed in New York on June 20, 1910. This ordinance 
exacted a flat fee from all dance halls irrespective of size or 
capacity. The Cleveland ordinance, passed in April, 1911, was 
an improvement over the New York ordinance in that the fee 
exacted was graded according to the size of the hall. The ordi- 
nance reads as follows: 


If the dance hall has a floor space not exceeding 2500 square feet, the 
annual license fee shall be fifteen dollars. 

If the dance hall has a floor space exceeding 2500 square feet but not 
exceeding 5000 square feet the annual license fee shall be twenty-five dollars. 

If the dance hall has a floor space exceeding 5000 square feet but not 
exceeding 6500 square feet the annual license fee shall be thirty dollars. 

If the dance hall has a floor space exceeding 6500 square feet, the 
annual license fee shall be fifty dollars. 

In computing floor space only that part of the floor actually used for 
dancing shall be considered. 
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The Denver ordinance passed in 1912 not only covers the 
dance halls but all amusement places, including roller skating 
rinks. It is an improvement on the preceding ordinances in 
providing for the inspection.of all public amusements, under 
two inspectors, one of whom must be a woman,—requiring the 
keeper or proprietor of the public dance hall to keep a register 
of all persons attending under the age of 21, which shall be 
subject to the inspection of the Inspector of Public Amuse- 
ments and all probation or police officers. 


Motion PictruRES AND PENNY ARCADES 


The following requirements should be sought for in working 
out legislation for motion picture shows: 


1. A license for the premises used for motion picture 

shows 

Definition of motion pictures and motion picture theatre 

Regulations of the building and fire departments to 

insure proper sanitation and adequate fire protection 

4. Standards of lighting and ventilation, so framed as to 
be thoroughly enforcible 

5. Placing the question of censorship with the licensing 
authority, which will regulate the moral quality of the 
show, since through this authority it is possible to 
revoke or suspend a license, if the show is not up to a 
normal standard 

6. Requirement that children shall not be permitted to 
attend motion picture shows during school hours or after 


eight o’clock in the evening 


nN 


e 
wy 


The ordinance known as the Folks ordinance passed by the 
Board of Aldermen of New York City in July, 1913, carries 
out in detail the regulations suggested by the National Board 
of Censorship. Its text follows: 


An ORDINANCE RELATIVE TO Motion PicruRE THEATRES IN THE CITY OF 
New York 


Be it ordained by the Board of Aldermen of the City of New York, as 
follows: Chapter 7, Title 2, Article 3, Section 352—Motion Picture and 


Motion Picture Theatres. 
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352 A 


Motion pictures shall be deemed a display on a screen or other device 
whereby pictures are displayed of characters or objects in motion, whether 
or not accompanied by music, lecture, recitation or song. 


352 B 


A motion picture theatre shall be deemed any public hall or room in 
the City of New York in which motion pictures are exhibited, in which the 
seating capacity does not exceed 600, and in which there is no stage or scenery. 

An open air motion picture theatre shall be deemed any public place 
or space in the open air in the City of New York in which motion pictures 
are exhibited, and in which there is no stage or scenery. 

The Mayor shall appoint such inspectors as shall be necessary to carry 
out the provisions of this ordinance. They shall be known as “Motion 
Picture Theatre Inspectors” and shall be paid such compensation as shall 
be fixed by the Board of Aldermen on recommendations of the Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment. 


352 C 


The Bureau of Licenses shall issue all motion picture licenses granted by 
the Mayor, and, by the authority of the Mayor, shall regulate and control 
all motion picture theatres provided. 

1. Applicants for motion picture theatre licenses shall file plans and 
specifications of the motion picture theatre with the Bureau of Buildings of 
the borough in which the motion picture theatre is to be situated, and must 
file a copy of such plans and specifications, duly approved by the Superinten- 
dent of Buildings, with the application for the license, which application shall 
be made to the Bureau of Licenses on blanks furnished by it for that purpose. 

2. The Bureau of Licenses shall, without delay upon the request of an 
applicant, pass upon the location of the motion picture theatre and upon the 
character of the applicant requesting the license. 

3. The Bureau of Licenses shall request the Fire Department, Bureau 
of Buildings, Department of Water Supply, Gas and Electricity, and De- 
partment of Health to inspect said theatres, and the said departments shall 
file in the Bureau of Licenses, within ten days, detailed written reports, 
which shall include a statement of any violations of law, ordinances, rules 
and regulations, and any dangerous conditions. Upon the failure of any 
of said departments (excepting the Fire Department) to file detailed written 
reports in reply to the request of the Bureau of Licenses, the said bureau 
may disregard said department and in its discretion may issue a license. 

4. Until the provisions of this ordinance shall have been complied 
with, no license shall be issued. 


352 D 


1. Plans—Before the erection, construction or alteration of a building, 
or part thereof, to be used as a motion picture theatre, there must be filed 
with the Superintendent of Buildings complete plans and detailed statement 
as set forth in section 4 of the Building Code. The plans must show clearly 
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and fully the location and width of all exits, passageways, stairs, fire 
escapes, aisles, etc.; arrangement of seats, size of floor beams, walls, sup- 
ports, etc.; the location and construction of the inclosure for the motion 
picture light and machinery, and for other similar apparatus; a diagram of 
the lot or plot, showing outlets from all exits, and also such other state- 
ments, plans or details as may be required by the Superintendent of Buildings. 

2. Prohibition—Motion picture theatres shall not be constructed in 
frame buildings within the fire limits, nor in hotels, tenement houses or 
lodging houses, nor in factories or workshops, except where the theatre is 
separated from the rest of the building by unpierced fireproof walls and 
floors, and in no case shall they be constructed or operated above or below 
the ground floor of any building. 

3. Exits and Courts—All such buildings must be provided on the main 
floor of the theatre with at least two separate exits, one of which shall be 
in the front and the other in the rear, both leading to unobstructed outlets 
on the street. Where the main floor of the theatre accommodates more 
than 300 people there shall be at least three such exits, the aggregate width in 
feet of such exits shall not be less than one-twentieth of the number of per- 
sons to be accommodated thereby. No exits shall be less than 5 feet in 
width, and there shall be a main exit not less than 10 feet in total width. 

In all such buildings to be erected or to be altered so as to be used 
for a motion picture theatre, if unobstructed exits to a street cannot be pro- 
vided at the rear of such buildings, as herein specified, either an open court 
or a fireproof passage or corridor must be provided from rear exits to the 
street front of at least the following width: 

Four feet in the clear for theatres accommodating 100 persons or less; 
for every additional 100 persons the width to be increased 8 inches. Such 
passage must be constructed of fireproof material and must be at least 10 
feet high in the clear. The walls forming such passage must be at least 8 
inches thick, of brick or other approved fireproof material, and if there 
be a basement the wall on the auditorium side should be either run 1 foot 
below the cellar bottom or may be carried in the cellar on iron columns and 
girders properly fireproofed according to sections 106 and 107 of the Build- 
ing Code. 

The ceiling of said passage, and if there be a basement, the flooring 
must be constructed according to section 106 of the Building Code. 

If unobstructed rear exit or exits to a street are provided, the said 
exit or exits must be of the same total width required for the court or passage 
above mentioned. 

Said passages and exits to the street, as above, must be used for no 
other purposes except for exit and entrance and must be kept free and clear. 

The level of the open court or passage at the front of the building shall 
not be greater than one step above the level of the sidewalk, and the grade 
shall not be more than 1 foot in 10, with no perpendicular rises. 

All exit doors must be unlocked when building is open to the public. 
They must be fireproof and made to open outwardly and so arranged as 
not to obstruct the required width of exit or court when opened. All doors 
leading to fire escapes must be not less than 40 inches wide in the clear, and 
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shall be located at the opposite side or end of the gallery from other exit 
doors. 

4. Galleries and Stairs—A gallery may be permitted, except in a theatre 
erected on a lot less than 20 feet in width, but it shall not include more than 
25 per cent of the total seating capacity of the theatre. Entrance to and 
from said gallery shall in no case lead to the main floor of the theatre, and 
the gallery shall be provided with a stair or stairs equipped with handrails 
on both sides. Stairs over 7 feet wide shall be provided with centre handrail. 
The risers of the stairs shall not exceed 734 inches, and the treads, excluding 
posings, shall not be less than 914 inches. There shall be no circular or 
winding staircases. 

The total width of the stairs shall not be less than 8 feet in the clear 
where the gallery accommodates 150 people; for every 50 people less than 
150 which the gallery accommodates said width may be reduced 1 foot. 

Stairs shall be constructed of fireproof material, and such material and 
the bearing capacity of such stairs shall be approved by the Bureau of 
Buildings. 

Galleries must also be provided with at least one line of fire escapes 
leading to an open court, fireproof passage or street without reentering the 
same or any other building. 

If the fire escape leads to a point in the court nearer the street than 
any exit, there must be a width of not less than 4 feet in the clear between 
the outer edge of the fire escape and the outer wall of the court. 

5. Fire Escapes—All fire escapes must have balconies not less than 3 
feet 4 inches in width in the clear and not less than 4 feet 6 inches long, and 
from said balconies there shall be staircases extending to the ground level 
with a rise of not over 7% inches and a step of not less than 9% inches, 
and the width of the stairs must not be less than 3 feet 4 inches. 

6. Auditorium and Other Rooms—If the walls of the auditorium con- 
tain wood studs they shall be covered with either expanded metal lath or 
wire mesh and plastered with three coats of first class plaster, or may be 
covered with metal on one-half inch plaster boards. The joints shall be 
properly filled with mortar. 

The ceilings of all such rooms shall be plastered with three coats of 
first class plaster on wire mesh or metal lath, or covered with one-half inch 
plaster boards, and plastered or covered with metal. 

If there be a basement or cellar the ceiling under the auditorium floor 
must be plastered with three coats of first class plaster on wire mesh or 
expanded metal lath or may be covered with metal on one-half inch plaster 
boards. 

The basement or cellar under the auditorium shall be kept free and 
clear, except the space used for the heating apparatus, for machinery con- 
nected with the theatre and for coal. 

7. Construction of Booths—Apparatus for projecting motion pictures 
shall be enclosed in a booth or enclosure constructed so as to be fireproof, 
in accordance with the specifications of chapter 756 of the Laws of 1911. 
The booth shall be equipped with a vent flue as prescribed in section 352 E, 
paragraph 3, of this ordinance. Booths shall contain an approved fireproof 
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box for the storage of films not on the projecting machine. Films shall not 
be stored in any other place on the premises; they shall be rewound and 
repaired either in the booth or in some other approved fireproof enclosure. 

Where miniature motion picture machines are employed in connection 
with private exhibitions the requirements of the above paragraph may be 
so modified as to permit, instead of the regulation booth, an approved fire- 
proof box, unventilated, and of a size only sufficient to properly enclose the 
machine. 

8. Gradients—To overcome any difference of level in and between 
corridors, lobbies and aisles, gradients of not over 1 foot in 10 feet, or steps 
having a rise not over 8 inches and a width of not less than 10 inches must 
be used. 

9. Aisles—All aisles in the auditorium and gallery must not be less 
than 3 feet wide in the clear. No aisle, passageway or space in the rear of 
the auditorium shall be obstructed by any camp stool, chair, sofa, settee, nor 
shall any person be permitted to stand or sit therein. 

10. Chairs—All chairs in the auditorium except those contained in the 
boxes, must not be less than 32 inches from back to back and must be firmly 
secured to the floor. No seat in the auditorium shall have more than seven 
seats intervening between it and an aisle. The space occupied by each per- 
son shall be separated from the adjoining space by means of an arm or other 
suitable device. 

11. Signs Over Exits—Over every exit there must be painted on the 
inside in letters not less than 6 inches high, the word “Exit” in legible type, 
and one red light or illuminated sign must be placed inside over each exit, 
and illuminated while the audience is present. 

12. Floor Loads—The flooring of that portion of the building devoted 
to the uses or accommodation of the public must be of sufficient strength to 
bear safely a live load of 90 pounds per square foot. 

13. Toilets—Toilets separate for sexes must be provided. 

14. Fire Apparatus—Portable fire apparatus shall be provided of the 
following kind and number: Ten-quart capacity buckets, painted red with 
the word “Fire” in black, the letters 4 inches high, to the number of 6 for 
places seating less than 300 without a gallery, and two additional if there 
be a gallery; to the number of ten in places seating over 300 persons, and 
four additional if there be a gallery. There shall be two buckets containing 
dry sand kept in the operating booth; approved fire extinguishers of 2%4- 
gallon capacity of the regulation Fire Department pattern, of which 2 shall 
be on the main floor and 2 in the gallery, if there be one, and 1 in the operat- 
ing booth; 4 pound flat head axes, 2 of which shall be on the main floor and 
2 in the gallery, if there be one. 


352 E 
1. Lighting—Every portion of a motion picture theatre, including exits, 
courts and corridors devoted to the uses or accommodation of the public, 
shall be so lighted by electric light during all exhibitions and until the entire 
audience has left the premises that a person with normal eyesight should be 
able to read the Snellen standard test type 40 at a distance of 20 feet and 
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type 30 at a distance of 10 feet; normal eyesight meaning ability to read type 
20 at a distance of 20 feet in daylight. Cards showing types 20, 30 and 40 
shall be displayed on the side walls, together with a copy of this paragraph 
of the ordinance. 

2. Heating—When the temperature of the outdoor air is below 60 
degrees F. the air in the theatre, while an audience is present, shall be main- 
tained at a temperature not lower than 62 degrees F. nor higher than 70 
degrees F. 

If gas stoves, oil stoves or other apparatus throwing off products of 
combustion are used to heat motion picture theatres, said products of com- 
bustion must be carried to the outside air by means of a fireproof flue or flues. 

No radiator shall be placed in the aisles so as to lessen the width below 
the minimum requirement. 

3. Ventilation—Motion picture theatres having less than 200 cubic feet 
of air space for each person, or motion picture theatres in which the outside 
window and door area is less than one-eighth of the floor area, shall be pro- 
vided with artificial means of ventilation which shall supply during the time 
the audience is present at least 500 cubic feet of fresh air per hour for each 
person. 

Motion picture theatres having more than 200 cubic feet of air space for 
each person, or which have outside windows and doors, the area of which 
is equal to at least one-eighth of the floor area, shall be provided with artifi- 
cial means of ventilation, which shali be in operation when the outside tem- 
perature requires the windows to be kept closed, and which shall supply, dur- 
ing the time the audience is present, at least 500 cubic feet of fresh air per 
hour for each person. When the artificial ventilation is not in operation, 
ventilation by means of open doors and windows shall be sufficient to pro- 
vide each person with 500 cubic feet of fresh air per hour. 

Motion picture theatres having more than 1,000 cubic feet of air space 
for each person and having outside windows and doors, the area of which 
is equal to at least one-eighth of the total floor area, shall not be required 
to have artificial means of ventilation, provided the air is thoroughly changed 
by freely opening doors and windows immediately before the admission of 
the audience, and at least every four hours thereafter. 

No part of the fresh air supply by any of the above paragraphs of this 
section shall be taken from any source containing vitiated air. 

The area of outside doors and windows shall mean the area capable 
of being freely opened to the outside air for ventilation purposes. 

When fresh air is supplied by means of ventilating openings, at least 
one inlet shall be situated at one end of the room. Where exhaust or inlet 
fans are necessary, at least one of such fans shall be placed in an outlet open- 
ing. The inlet opening or openings shall be placed in the floor or within 
2 feet from the floor, and the outlet opening or openings in the ceiling or 
within 2 feet of the ceiling. The inlet openings and their surroundings shall 
be kept free from dust so that the incoming air shall not convey dust nor 
stir up dust as it enters. 

During the time the audience is present, the air in the theatre shall be 
kept continuously in motion by means of fans to the number of at least 1 
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to every 150 persons. Such fans shall be placed in positions remote from the 
inlet and outlet openings. No person shall be exposed to any direct draft 
from any air inlet. 

The booth in which the picture machine is operated shall be provided 
with an opening in its roof or upper part of its side walls, leading to the 
outdoor air. The vent flue shall have a minimum cross sectional area of 50 
square inches and shall be fireproof. When the booth is in use, there shall be 
a constant current of air passing outward through said opening or vent flue, 
at the rate of not less than 30 cubic feet per minute. 

The specifications of the above paragraph shall apply to portable booths 
and booths in open air theatres. 

352 F 

Motion picture theatres must be kept clean and free from dust. 

The floors, where covered with wood, tiles, stone, concrete, linoleum, 
or other washable material, shall be mopped or scrubbed with water or swept 
with moisture or by some other dustless method, at least once daily, and 
shall be scrubbed with water and soap, or water and some other solvent sub- 
stance at least once weekly. 

Carpets, rugs and other fabric floor coverings shall be cleaned at least 
once daily by means of suction cleaning, beating or dustless sweeping. Cur- 
tains and draperies shall be cleaned at least once monthly by suction clean- 
ing, beating or washing. Cornices, walls and other dust-holding places 
shall be kept free from dust by washing or moist wiping. The wood and 
metal parts of all seats shall be kept clean. Fabric upholstering of seats and 
railings and other fixed fabrics shall be cleaned by suction cleaning, or other 
dustless method, at least once monthly. 


352 G 
Through its Motion Picture Inspectors, as provided in sub-section 
352 B of this ordinance, the Bureau of Licenses shall inspect, subject to the 
authority of the Mayor, the character of exhibitions in motion picture 
theatres and shall report to the Mayor any offense against morality, decency 
or public welfare contained in said exhibitions. 


352 H 


All the provisions contained in this ordinance shall apply to existing 
places of entertainment, where motion pictures are exhibited under a com- 
mon show license, in case the seating capacity be increased and in case the 
seating capacity be not increased, all the provisions of this ordinance shall 
apply, except those provisions of subsection 352 D, designated as numbers 1, 
2, 3, 4, 5 and 6, but the Bureau of Licenses shall have power in its discre- 
tion to enforce the provisions of said paragraph 3 of Section 352 D as to exits 
and courts. 

352 I 

Existing places of entertainment seating 300 persons, or less, where 
motion pictures are exhibited in conjunction with any other form of enter- 
tainment, must comply, before a reissuance of its license, with the provi- 
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sions of section 109 of the Building Code, covering theatres seating more 
than 300 persons. But if such existing place of entertainment discontinue 
all other form of entertainment except the exhibition of motion pictures, it 
may be licensed in accordance with the provisions of subsection 352 H. 


352 J 

With the exception of paragraph 7 of subsection 352D, subsections 
352A to 352F, inclusive, and subsections 352H, 3521, 352K and 352L 
of this ordinance shall not apply to motion picture exhibitions with 
or without charge for admission, conducted under the direct manage- 
ment of educational or religious institutions, nor to motion picture exhibi- 
tions without charge for admission given or held not more than once a week 
in private residences or bona fide social, scientific, political or athletic clubs. 
Before motion pictures shall be exhibited in any of the places above men- 
tioned, there shall be obtained from the Bureau of Licenses a permit for 
such exhibition. Before granting such permit, the Bureau of Licenses shall 
cause to be inspected the premises where such proposed exhibition will be 
held, and shall grant the permit if in its judgment the safety of the public 
be properly guarded, and provided that for an audience of more than 75 
people all chairs or seats shall be securely fastened to the floor or fastened 
together in rows. 


352 K 


The Bureau of Licenses, at its discretion, shall specify the seating capa- 
city for each open air motion picture theatre. Aisles must be 4 feet wide, 
or wider, in the discretion of the Bureau of Licenses. At least two separate 
exits, remote from each other, shall be provided, and no exit shall be less 
than 5 feet in width; for every 25 persons to be accommodated in excess of 
300, the total width of exits shall be increased 1 foot. All exits must be 
indicated by signs and red lights, and the doors must open outwardly. Seats 
must be stationary, with backs 32 inches apart, and so arranged that no seat 
shall have more than 7 seats intervening between it and an aisle. The floor 
must be constructed either of wood with sleepers or concrete, and must ex- 
tend at least five feet from the seats on all sides, provided, however, that 
in the discretion of the Bureau of Licenses, a gravel floor may be sub- 
stituted for wood or concrete. Chairs must be either securely fastened to 
wood or concrete floor, or all chairs in a row must be fastened together, 
and at least four rows must be securely fastened to one frame, except that 
where refreshments are served, tables and unattached chairs or benches used 
with them may be permitted. 

352 L 

Only subsections 352 A, 352 B, 352 C, 352 D, paragraphs 7 and 13; 352 G, 

352 J and 352 K of this ordinance shall apply to open air motion picture 


theatres. 352 M 
This ordinance shall take effect thirty days after its approval by the 


Mayor. All other rules, regulations and ordinances inconsistent herewith 
and affecting buildings and places to be occupied as herein defined are hereby 


revoked. 
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The Los Angeles ordinance states very definitely the kind 
of film that may be exhibited or displayed in Los Angeles, and 
provides also for membership of an Advisory Committee which 
shall enforce the censorship. 

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to exhibit or 
display, or cause or permit to be exhibited, or displayed at any nickelodeon, 
penny arcade or moving or motion picture exhibition, or at any entertain- 
ment at which moving or motion pictures are exhibited or displayed any 
picture, illustration or delineation of any nude human figure in such detail 
as to offend public morality or decency: or of any lewd or lascivious act, or 
of any other matter or thing of an obscene, indecent or ‘immoral nature, or 
offensive to the moral sense; or any murder, suicide, robbery, hold-up, 
stabbing, clubbing or beating of any human being, wherein such acts are 
shown in grewsome detail or in a revolting manner, or in any manner objec- 
tionable to the moral sense; or to permit or allow any person to sing any 
obscene song, to converse or discourse in obscene language or to permit or 
allow any phonograph or similar device to be used for the reproduction of any 
obscene song, conversation or discourse. 

The Kansas City ordinance vests the power of licensing and 
censorship in the Board of Public Welfare, in which is centered 
all responsibility for the regulation of commercial amusement 
enterprises. 

The Pennsylvania State Law is significant because the law 
very definitely goes into the building requirements, sanitary and 
fire regulations and the building of proper booths; it also pro- 
vides for a State censorship of the pictures that are shown. 


BowLiInGc ALLEYS AND Poot Rooms 


In working out legislation for bowling alleys and pool 
rooms, the following requirements should be sought: 


1. A license should be exacted for the premise and not 
for the man who operates the alley or pool room. This 
license is practically for control and not for revenue. 

2. Boys under 18 should not be permitted to enter. 

3. No liquor should be sold or gambling allowed on the 
premises. 

4. Proper regulations for ventilation and sanitation should 
be demanded. 

5. The license should be revoked for violations. 


Pittsburgh developed an ordinance in 1898, but for the 
most part there are few ordinances regulating pool and billiard 
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halls which cover the conditions that now exist. In most 
cities the regulation of these places comes under the duties of 
the police and the standard of the halls depends upon the quality 
of the police force. The Cleveland ordinance prohibits the open- 
ing of pool or billiard rooms in any grocery, saloon, or public 
place upon Sunday. 


A Mopet OrDINANCE 


Providing for licensing pool, billiard, pigeon hole and bagatelle tables and 
bowling alleys. Providing for the revocation of such licenses and repeal- 
ing all ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith 
3e it ordained, etc. 


Sec, 4. 

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to open, carry 
on, maintain or conduct any pool, billiard, pigeon hole or bagatelle tables or 
bowling alley for which a reward or compensation shall be charged for the 
use Grerect Within The City OF nc oie kicciccvescncceecsvces without having 
obtained a City license for same. 


Sec. 2. 
The fee of such license shall be the sum of $5.00 per annum for each 
table and $10.00 for each alley and no license shall be issued for a period 


longer than one year. 


Sac, 3. 

Any person, firm or corporation desiring to open, maintain, carry on or 
conduct any such table or bowling alley mentioned in Section 1 hereof, shall 
make application in writing to the licensing authority for such a license. 
Such application shall state the place where table or tables or bowling alley 
is to be maintained and operated; the name and address of the applicant, 
and, if a person or firm, the residence and business of such person or the 
members of such firm for a period of six months prior to such application. 


Sec. 4. 

The licensing authority shall investigate as to the character and fitness 
of the applicant to carry on such business, and may for any unfitness of the 
applicant or from public policy refuse to grant the license. No license shall 
be granted until it shall be found that such place complies with the health 
requirements of the city, and that it is properly ventilated. 


Sec. 5. 

Whenever any application for license, as herein provided for, shall be 
made, a deposit shall be made with the City Treasurer covering the amount 
of such license, and if such license be granted by the licensing authority the 
License Clerk shall, upon the presentation of the Treasurer’s receipt for the 
proper amount, issue a license to the applicant therefor; and in case such 
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license is not granted, then the money so deposited with the Treasurer shall 
be returned to the applicant. 


Sec. 6. 

The licensing authority shall have the right at any time to revoke any 
such license heretofore granted or granted under the provisions of this 
Ordinance, and all licenses granted under the provisions of this Ordinance 
shall be granted upon the express condition that the licensing authority may 
revoke any such license for cause. 


_ 


Sec. 7. 

No person shall keep open any billiard or pool room, any bowling alley 
or any room or place within the city where any billiard or pool table or 
bowling alley is kept, used or operated for profit between the hours of 
twelve (12) midnight and six (6) o’clock a. m. No licensee or his employee 
or any person in charge of any billiard table, pool hall, bagatelle table, pigeon 
hole table or bowling alley shall at any time with or without gain or profit, 
permit or allow any such table or part of alley to be used by any person under 
eighteen for any purposes whatever, nor shall any licensee permit such persons 
to frequent or congregate on the premises for which such public license shall 
have been granted. Nor shall any licensee permit any drunken or disorderly 
persons to frequent or congregate on the premises for which such public 
license shall have been granted. 


Sec. 8. 

It shall be unlawful for any person or corporation to permit gambling 
to be carried on in any pool or billiard room or bowling alley or any room 
or place where any pool or billiard room or bowling alley is kept which is 


licensed under this act. 


—/ 


EC. 9. 

Any person, firm or corporation violating the provisions of this Ordi- 
nance, or failing to comply with its terms and conditions shall be punished 
by a fine of not less than $5.00 or more than $100.00, and in addition thereto 
the license for such place shall be revoked. In any case where a license is 
revoked or where the licensing authority refuses to renew a license, reasons 
for the action must be stated in writing and shall be public records. Should 
the license of any place have been revoked, no new license shall be granted 
for such a place for a period of at least six (6) months from the date of 


revocation. 


Sec. 10. 

It shall be the duty of every person, firm or corporation taking out 
such a license to keep same posted in a conspicuous place in the room where 
such business is carried on. 
sec. il. 

Any ordinance or part of ordinance conflicting with the provisions of 
this ordinance shall be, and the same is hereby repealed as the same affects 
this ordinance. 
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PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT 


DISCUSSION OF ARTICLE ON EQUIPMENT BY HENry S. Curtis, Pu.D., 
IN THE PLAYGROUND FOR NOVEMBER 


Dr. Curtis is, in my judgment, absolutely 
right in his insistence that every playground 
should be properly fenced. The fence should, of course, be 
sufficiently high so as to be practically unclimbable either from 
within or from without, as otherwise there is a great temptation 
to the children to use it as an entrance or exit. Most of the 
playgrounds conducted by the Board of Education of New York 
City are located in schools, where the iron railing at the entrance 
acts as an effective barrier. In some cases where we have used 
vacant sites, the tasks of discipline and supervision have been 
greatly increased where no adequate fence was provided. 
Separate playgrounds for boys and girls are 


Fencing Necessary 


Separate very advisable. We have found that our 
Playgrounds for : 

Boys and Girls plan of using the separate school entrances 
pr eners simplified the problem. In all our larger 


playgrounds the school property runs 
through the block, thus making it easy to have the boys enter 
from one street and the girls from the other street. At certain 
times, however, the children are brought together. The assem- 
bly exercises are co-educational, as the singing is greatly im- 
proved by the girls’ voices, and it is also advisable to have the 
playground as a unit for such patriotic exercises as the “Salute 
to the Flag” and the singing of the national songs. 

Every lover of children will say “Amen!” 
Sand to the strong emphasis which Dr. Curtis 
aoa places upon the value of the sand-pile. We 

have found that the sand boxes are a great 
source of interest, and become a necessary part of the play- 
ground equipment. The little ones gather around the sand in 
great numbers and make forts, houses, tunnels, and all sorts 
of castellated structures which show wonderful imagination on 
the part of the juvenile architects. Every effort is made to 
keep the sand clean by sprinkling it, exposing it to the sun, 
and frequently replenishing the supply. There is considerable 
force to Dr .Curtis’ criticism that the spilling of the sand makes 
a dirty playground. We have found an effectual remedy in 
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“The Sanitary Squad” provided with little shovels, brooms and 

wheelbarrows. The little ones make the rounds of the sand 
piles at frequent intervals, and exercise every vigilance to keep 
a clean playground. 

Slides are a very important part of a satis- 
| Suggestions as to factory equipment. Two kinds, however, 
me should be provided (1) Small slides with 
only a short elevation for the younger children and (2) Higher 
slides with more steps and a longer incline for the older children. 
If only one kind is provided, there is a danger that the big boys 
or girls crowd off the smaller children, or if not, there is a 
danger that the little ones may be hurt if they attempt the 
higher slides. The slide is an ideal form of playground equip- 
ment, as it is not too expensive and practically runs itself with- 
out a teacher, as the children are after all good American citi- 
zens and straighten out the lines of youngsters who wish their 
turn, so that each one comes in his or her regular place. Until 
the children have learned the plan of going in regular order, a 
young teacher or a large boy acting as monitor should direct 
this form of recreation. The greatest value of the slide is that 
the boys and girls must do the physical work of climbing the 
steps or ladder leading to the slide and then run around from 
the bottom of the incline to the steps. In this way there is 
considerable exercise, so that the children really work their 
passage. 

Swings are a decided necessity in all large 

Playgrounds for playgrounds and Dr. Curtis makes valuable 

rea — suggestions regarding their installation and 

the measures for protecting not only the 
safety but the morals of the children as well. In all our play- 
grounds we have been able to supply hammock swings for the 
babies and in congested districts the sleep of the infants in the 
hammocks proves to be the most restful of the entire day. 

Dr. Curtis states that in Seward Park mothers were in the 
habit of putting their children to sleep and then going away, 
so that the teacher in charge really had a nursery on her hands. 
We have not had this difficulty. The mothers arrange to bring 

( some from of occupation with them. In sewing, knitting, 
crocheting or some other form of manual work the mothers are 
thus kept busy. We have also provided books for them to read 
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while their infants are sleeping. A valuable addition to the 
equipment has been the phonograph, so that excellent music is 
provided, including many of the fine songs of hearth and home, 
such as “Annie Laurie,” “Auld Lang Syne,” “My Old Kentucky 
Home,” “Blue Bells of Scotland,” and “Last Rose of Summer.” 
It is difficult for us to have just the right number of ham- 
mock swings in each playground. One principal said to me 
last summer, “What shall I do? I have thirty-eight babies who 
want to sleep, and only eighteen hammocks.” I told her to give 
the preference to those who were brought by their mothers and 
that I should try to send an additional supply of hammocks as 
soon as possible. The limitation of the funds at our disposal, 

however, often prevents an adequate supply. 
The Board of Education cannot afford to 


Personality More install giant strides, teeters, merry-go- 
Important than : = sna 
A rounds and other expensive apparatus indi- 

cated in the equipment by Dr. Curtis. It 


has always been our policy to emphasize the personality of the 
principal and teachers as being more important than play- 
ground equipment. The right kind of teacher will keep a large 
number of children busily employed with no other apparatus 
than a basket ball, volley ball and an indoor baseball. A poor 
teacher, however, will do no effective work even if all the latest 
and most up-to-date apparatus is provided. 

Regarding outdoor gymnasiums, if they are to be installed 
in playgrounds just for the summer months, we have found them 
very expensive. The cost of taking them down, storing them 
for the winter, and re-erecting them for the playground season 
makes them almost impracticable. In addition, as Dr. Curtis 
clearly points out, they are very difficult to supervise. Their 
very variety of equipment makes good squad work difficult or 
impossible. Too often, venturesome boys climb to the top and 
essay dangerous stunts, or play tag or other games at such an 
altitude that a fall becomes very easy, often with serious injury. 
The cost of installing an outdoor gymnasium will furnish a 
large number of baseballs, basket balls, volley balls, quiet games, 
(checkers, dominoes, lotto, parchesi) and a quantity of neces- 
sary kindergarten material. 
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I agree with Dr. Curtis that it is difficult 
If Only to state just what is the standard equipment 
Money Were ‘ 
Available necessary for a live playground. Some day 

when our nation realizes that welfare is 
more important than warfare, we shall not spend ten millions 
of dollars for a single battleship, but shall use the money to 
better use to install playgrounds with proper equipment. Just 
think that if we were allowed five thousand dollars as an aver- 
age cost of equipment, we could install two thousand play- 
grounds for the boys and girls who are to be the future citizens 
of our country, for the cost involved in building one super- 
dreadnaught! And after a short time the battleship will be fit 
only for the scrap heap while the playground apparatus with 
proper care will last for many years, and the sturdy Americans 
created through its help will for ages influence the physical, 
moral and civic welfare of our nation. 


May I close with this dream: “I saw a 
A Playground playground fully equipped with up-to-date 
Dream ¥ 

apparatus, so arranged that separate pro- 


vision is made for the older boys, girls and the little ones of 
kindergarten age. Many children are in attendance, happy at 
various forms of play, but not unduly crowding any special 
apparatus. Just the right number of teachers are present to 
direct the play of the children and to take part in the organized 
games, as partners, not as leaders. Swings, slides, see-saws, 
giant strides, merry-go-rounds and other devices for play are 
all in evidence. Happy children surround each apparatus, but 
there are so many varieties of play that no one activity is over- 
crowded. A number of sand piles give much enjoyment to 
many of the little ones. Piano and phonograph as well furnish 
excellent music. Teachers do not seem worried over the matter 
of attendance because they are not forced to have just a certain 
number of children present, or be dropped by a cruel park com- 
missioner, or exacting school superintendent. Enough children 
are present to enjoy each amusement provided, but the crowds 
in one place are not dangerous. Parents as well are welcome, 
for I see mothers and some fathers also enjoying the playground. 
In the center of the playground floats the American flag, and 
the playground spells not only physical improvement but patriot- 


ism as well. The teachers who assist rather than direct the 
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play are wondertul people, blessed with a quadruple personality, 
including the loving sympathy of a Pestalozzi, the practical 
pedagogy of a Horace Mann, the social service of a Jane Ad- 
dams, and the joyous enthusiasm of a Joseph Lee.” 

The teacher who “dreamed this dream and saw this vision” 
awoke to find herself in heaven! 


Epwarp W. StITT, 
District Superintendent of Schools, New York City 





The slide may not be so dangerous, but the high-slide surely 
is, unless most carefully guarded. One of the best of the recent 
precautions is to use a ladder with small steps or treads instead 
of rungs. The ladder with rungs twelve inches apart leaves too 
much room for little ones to fall. through. A side railing on the 
ladder is also essential. 

Surely no one today will weaken “the steel frame-work” by 
threaded or bolted fittings when we have available the fitting 
with the double compression “dogs.” I have used this fitting 
and it seems to eliminate the objections to other fittings almost 
entirely. This fitting has the advantage over the one with set- 
screws that it holds firmly when once tightened and leaves only 
a slight protuberance. 

As to swings, might not the suggestion have well been 
added to hang the swings at two different heights and pave the 
ground beneath with creosoted blocks? 

If the point is not too well-worn let it be urged that all 
teeter ladders be made non-adjustable so far as height is con- 
cerned. Smaller children are often injured by using a ladder 
left dangerously high by taller predecessors. The ladder though 
strong should be as light as possible and with the first rung 
well back from the handles. 

I, too, should like to vote for the wading pool with a sand 
or mud bottom if I were sure no one would know it. But that 
sanitary inspector is on the job! And the participants in those 
“night carousals” around the sand-beds have a habit of also 
leaving broken glass in the wading pool, which register and 
report conditions to the parents who are also on the job. So 
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we are forced to vote for the cement pool as being so much 
better than nothing and well worth while in itself. 

And then it seems like criticizing our victorious home team 
to discredit the sand-bed and slide because they are not exactly 
a communal type of play. I am not so sure that the playground 
is supposed to represent exclusively a communal type of play. 
Doesn’t such a classification seriously limit our program? Such 
activities may place a premium on individual activity but their 
presence on the playground is certainly an aid to sociability at 
the same time. And, as mentioned, these things are not being 
furnished in back yards. In fact the city does not supply enough 
back yards. On the other hand, we don’t care how much the trapeze 
is discredited! 

T. McCance Btack, 
Recreation Secretary, 


Montreal, Canada 





While reading Dr. Henry S. Curtis’ article on Playground 
Equipment I could not help saying to myself, “Them’s my 
sentiments!” It is a masterpiece on the subject. 


H. O. Bere, 
Supervisor of Recreation, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
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Your 


Playground 


Equipment Should Include 

















' Dept. 763 Chicago, IIl. 





an Ingham Shower Mixer. Shower baths need 


” no words of commendation. Everyone recog- 


nizes their vital importance—particularly for 
recreation centers. 

Theselection of ashower bathsystemis a prob 
lem which is easily solved when you investigate 


The INGHAM 
SHOWER MIXER 


It provides an absolutely safe, sure and instant 
control of water temperature. The danger of 
scalding or extreme cold shocksto user is entirely 
eliminated. 

The Ingham Shower Mixer is so constructed 
as to prevent waste of water and steam. There 
is no complicated mechanism to get out of order. 
No repairs or adjustments. It is noiseless and 
self-cleaning. 

The Ingham Shower Mixer costs 
less to maintain and operate than any 
other shower mixer in the world. 


The mos modernly equipped Municipal Play- 
grounds, Leading Clubs, Hotels, Gymnasiums, 
Colleges, Largest Industrial 
Plants and fine residences use 
and recommend the Ingham 
Shower Mixer. 

Hadn't you better investi- 
gate the Ingham? We shall be 
pleased to mail you our illus- 
trated, descriptive booklet, ‘‘A 
Good Mixer. ’’ Send for it now. 


The Imperial Brass 
Manufacturing Co. 
1210 West Harrison Street 
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Medart 
Steel 
Playground 
Apparatus 








is illustrated and described in catalog “Y,"’ a copy of which will 
be sent on request, together with a copy of our interesting booklet, 


“The Story of My Ideal Playground.” _ 


This catalog covers a complete line of apparatus— practically 
everything used in the playground—and is valuable as a guide to 
the proper equipment. 

Can we help you to decide any problem of playground equip- 
ment? Our experience has been wide and varied. We are 
often able to make valuable suggestions. 


FRED MEDART MFG. CO. 


Gymnasium and Playground Outfitters 
Steel Lockers 


DE KALB AND PRESIDENT STS. ST. LOUIS, MO. 
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If You 
Are Buying 
School Seats 


why not select one that 
is a better and more com- 
fortable seat during school 
time, and yet will per- 
mit the clearing of floor 
for exercises, social-center 
work, etc ? 

One which may be used 
in connection with gym- 
nasium apparatus in 
schools which otherwise 
would have no “gym.” 

In short, THE Movutr- 
THROP MOVABLE AND AD- 
JUSTABLE SCHOOL CHAIR. 

Write us for catalog. 


LANGSLOW, FOWLER COMPANY 
ROCHESTER, N. Y. 











Provides the only method for 
THE SOCIAL Securely Holding and Quickly 


CENTER FASTENER Releasing School Furniture 


Devised by a Recreation Expert to Meet the Needs of 
the Social Center. Easily Installed —Simple—Durable 


Equipment for 25 Desks, $6.50. | Each Additional Desk, 15 Cents 
Delivery Charges Prepaid. Send for Illustrated Catalog 


IVOR SALES COMPANY, : :  : Columbus, Ohio 











SUBSCRIBE NOW ! 


The seventh volume of The Playground is 
completed with this issue. Volume eight begins 
with the April issue. 


Get your volumes complete. 


Playground and Recreation Association 
of America 


Price, $2.00 a year 
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HOW YOU MAY SECURE A YEAR-ROUND 
PLAYGROUND AND RECREATION 
SYSTEM FOR YOUR CITY 


The Playground and Recreation Association 
of America has assisted city after city to secure 
a year-round recreation system. Practically 
any city desiring such a system can secure 
one. If the city does not now have funds 
available for the needed campaign, the Asso- 
ciation is ready, as far as possible, to send a 
representative to raise the money for the cam- 
paign before sending a field secretary to con- 
duct the campaign. 

No city need longer conduct play centers 
only during the summer, with changing work- 
ers each year, leaving the children without 
provision for play during the long winter 
months, 

Write to the Playground and Recreation 
Association of America as to facts as to what 
other cities are doing in establishing year- 


round play centers. 











